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Some months ago, I was approached by an elderly neighbour. Having seen the Palluyir Trust’s
work headlined in the day’s newspaper—‘Nature Based Learning Breaking Ground in Tamil
Nadu,’ said The New Indian Express—he wished to offer his congratulations. I thanked him. He
asked what exactly it is that we do, and I explained: we guide, inform, and teach thousands of
school children and the public about Chennai’s ecologies and wildernesses, with the aim of
invoking profound society-wide passion for our wetlands, parks, beaches, trees, insects, birds
and our entire extended family of life. We also scientifically and legally advocate to protect the
city’s remaining wild spaces. Our aim is a cultural revolution, I shared, which steers society
towards ecocentric values. He listened attentively, then spoke.
“Good, good,” he said. “But you’re still young. Don’t waste your life. You can still prepare and
write the UPSC exam.”

For all ten of us nature educators who make up the Palluyir Trust, such encounters are
commonplace. In a cultural economy which emphasises individualised success and acquisition,
the work which we and others like us do—work rooted in an ethos of mutual care, collective
action, cultural reimagination—is seen as frivolous, unimportant. It’s only long-belatedly, after
decades of such regenerative labour yields sea-changes in collective wellbeing, that such work
is accorded dignity and unqualified celebration.

These mindsets extend, unfortunately, to funding bodies. Education work, though undoubtedly
essential for long-term socio-cultural change, is often deemed too ‘intangible’ and too ‘slow’ to
fund. We’ve encountered funders who more easily lend their support to quick, visible
activities—single drives of tree-planting, beach cleaning, public beautification—despite those
actions being limited in their lasting impact. We urgently need funding bodies to understand that
upstream engagement is intangible, slow but deep, and cannot be scaled up on a whim.

Change is inevitable, and we’re lucky to be reminded of this fact often through our work: in
parents who wake early on Sundays to bring their children on pollinator-awareness walks and
then start advocating safe-food in their neighborhoods; in teenagers who, session by session,
have become so passionate about Chennai’s wetlands that so many reach out to us seeking
guidance on how to make this a full-time career; in the middle grade kids in Greater Chennai
Corporation who have become experts and advocates of trees and birds in their campuses, and
the older elementary children of Abacus Montessori School who are keen to learn how to show
solidarity for the fisher-struggle at Nochikuppam.

I’m extremely happy and fulfilled about what the Palluyir team has achieved this year. We’ve
reached over 2600 people, creating a lasting and meaningful difference in their lives.
Our thrust this year on our public walk programme has been on food security, the importance of
insects and the violence of pesticide. We did a series of pollinator walks for schools, to connect
children with the small beings around us which make our food, while constantly emphasizing
their decline and what we can do. We also created an Ant field guide and a Wasp field guide for
Chennai, emphasizing the role of soil organisms and natural predators for our own health.
These are robust additions to our growing digital library of freely available field guides, course
modules, and nature-based activity guides.

Through the coming year, we remain focused on the vision which has driven us for 4 years thus
far: a city and culture in which every child has access to nature-based education and can grow
up experiencing, even if briefly, formative connections with the life around us. We work hard with
the hopes, in some years, of living in a city shaped by these children, hoping they’ve grown into
adults who understand deeply that our own existence is utterly dependent on, only made
possible by, the more-than-human which surrounds us.
Suggestions of plans and strategies are welcome.

Yuvan Aves
Managing Trustee
Palluyir Trust for Nature Education and Research
9 August 2025

Warm Regards,

NOTE FROM THE
MANAGING TRUSTEE
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Yuvan Aves
(Founder, 

Managing Trustee)

L Margaret

(Trustee, Legal Advisor)

Vijaya Kumar
(Trustee)

MEET OUR TRUSTEES
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Gowtham M
(Nature Educator)

Hemavathi P
(Nature Educator)

Claudia Pinheiro
(Nature Educator)

(Nature Educator,
Illustrator)

Karunya Baskar

Kanishka P
(Nature Educator)

Aravind Selvam
(Nature Educator)

Jomi Jose
(Nature Educator)

Sri P
(Illustrator, Nature

Educator)

Meet Our Team
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Meet our Supporters

Meet our Partners
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PALLUYIR IN THE PRESS
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186
Teachers

Public
595

Children
1852

2633
Total 

People 

Direct
Impact

Engaging with people
on the ground through

walks and sessions 
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5
Teacher Training
Sessions - SCERTNBL GCC

Sessions

67

Eco-club
Sessions &

Engagement

8

148
Total 

Sessions

Public Engagement
& Walks

28

Nat-ed Resource
Creation Meetings

40
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 Total

Nature Education
Materials distributed

Coastal Fauna Guide & Beach Bingo - 74
Wildflower Guide & Pollination Bingo - 155

Tree Guide - 40
Wasp Guide - 48

Frog Calls Poster - 308
Butterfly Guide - 74

Ant Guide - 378
Animal Senses Activity

sheet - 281
Wasp & Bee Poster - 76 

Common Ants & Ant Watch Poster- 430
Wilderness Card Game- 410

2274
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NATURE EDUCATION CURRICULUM

SOIL - A BASIC GUIDE

 Common Wasps of Chennai is a beginner's field
guide to the diversity of wasps one can spot in
Chennai city. Covering over 40 species from
15 different families, this book throws light on
the distinctly fascinating and possibly peculiar
lives of creatures that constantly surround us,
yet remain hidden under the hustle and bustle
of our noisy lives. The book is primarily a
visual guide, featuring pictures of each species
and short blurbs about the families they come
from.

33

189

COMMON WASPS OF CHENNAI

254

 The Ants of Chennai field guide, featuring 34
different species of ants commonly seen in
and around Chennai, a visually engaging guide
that serves to encourage people to appreciate
the myrmecological diversity in the city and a
ready reckoner for anyone looking to get
started on ant identification.  

ANTS OF CHENNAI

As part of the Soil Module, we have released the
Soil guide which serves to underscore the
criticality of soil as a living medium, from
birthing all terrestrial habitats to being an
ecosystem by itself. This beginner-friendly
guide is chock-full of visually rich elements,
consisting of several segments - a Soil Bingo,
Common Soil Organisms and Soil Health
Indicators posters, etc.,
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1,092
Downloads

Indirect
Impact

10 Freely
Downloadable

Nature
education
Resources

SOCIAL MEDIA OUTREACH & IMPACT
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Local Nature-based Learning Programme

Chennai Middle School, 
Kalakshetra Colony

45

Robinson Park

Chennai High School, 
Old washermanpet

Chennai Urdu High School

57

49

Corporation Park, Beasant Nagar

Independence Day Park

Chennai Girls Higher Secondary School,
Nungambakkam

Chennai Boys Higher Secondary School,
Nungambakkam

39

13 9 Months - 67 Sessions

 6 Government Schools : Grade 7

1.5 Hours each

08 Nature Educators

In partnership with the Greater
Chennai Corporation, the
program ran in 6 government
schools. 

TIMELINE: July 2024 - March  2025

HIGHLIGHTS

In the future, implementing a Teacher Training Program would
immensely benefit the project and the outcomes it hopes to
achieve.

In all schools, students requested an increase in the

frequency of sessions.

 During the activity, students' observation skills could

be seen distinctly improving, as is noticeable in their

journals.

Students' conservation attitude and connection

towards nature have improved.

Students were able to enhance their critical thinking

skills via nature observation and form concrete

connections between nature learning and scientific

concepts.

Visiting Vedanthangal was a first-time experience for

most students. They were pleased to watch breeding

water birds and thoroughly enjoyed being there.

Students were also very interactive and curious about

bird behavior.

Playing the Wilderness Card Game helped them

understand the different ecosystems of Chennai in a

fun and engaging way.

 The teachers showed interest and involvement in

several of the activities.

We were able to observe a great improvement in most

students' language skills and ability to perceive nature,

through the analysis of data obtained through baseline

and endline surveys conducted and direct one-to-one

engagement.

Chennai Middle School, 
Jaladianpet

78
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1.  Bird Calls - to increase students’ listening skills, identify birds
through calls, and to improve descriptive writing skills.
2. Wilderness Card Game - an attempt at gamification of the
learning process to help students understand the ecology of
Chennai.
3.Vedanthangal Bird Trip - to help students understand the
importance of wetlands, learn about common water birds, their
behavior, and names.
4. Endline Feedback Survey- to analyse students’ level of
engagement - their preferences and aversions across all sessions
conducted.
5. Distribution of resource materials - students were provided
complimentary guides and posters to inculcate the habit of
observing the environment and local ecology.

1. I Notice, I Wonder, It Reminds Me Of, an activity designed to
instill a sense of fascination and appreciation for nature among
students.
2. Nature Senses, a multisensorial activity to help them feel and
understand nature through the use of senses.
3. Frog Calls of Chennai to increase students' listening skills,
identify calls of local frog species, and improve language skills.

1. Baseline Survey to understand pre- and post-intervention
changes in students, and Thiran Thedal (People's Scavenger Hunt),
an icebreaker activity.
2. Tree Walk to acquaint students with the local ecology, and
cultivate nature-connectedness. 
3. Soil Organisms Around Us to understand the importance of soil
and the role of soil organisms, their habitat, and behavior. 
4. Ant Watch to acquaint students with simple nature journaling
techniques and increase their observation skills.

Local Nature-based Learning Programme

OUR ACTIVITIES

THIRD TERM 

SECOND TERM

FIRST TERM
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"I liked to learn about nature, I am happy
when I teach what I learnt to my friends in
the neighbourhood and to my brother and
sister.”
- Keerthana S, Grade 7

“I like all the classes, I like Vedanthangal
because its my first time seeing birds
through binoculars I enjoyed the trip.”
-Gokul, Grade 7

“I love the way you teach, You taught us
everything in a kind manner. We are waitng
for you all when your session will come.
Thank you for teaching about nature to us.”
- Varsha V, Grade 7

“I liked the subjects taken, I liked the teachers
and please continue these sessions for us.
Thank you.”
-Ragavi D, Grade 7
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This year in the school-wide Farm,
Environment and Society
programme, we have consciously
worked on certain thrust areas -
while also navigating the best way to
collaborate between the Palluyir
team and Abacus staff body. 

Our prime areas of focus have been -
- Creating new materials in consultation with
teachers to widen the scope of nature-based
learning on school campus as well as the farm
and holding ESEI sessions for teachers to help
them align their curriculum with the Local
Nature-based Learning framework.

- To facilitate making the nature-based
learning philosophy part of the school culture
and practice, rather than allowing it to purely
be expert-dependent, which meant co-
anchoring of sessions by Abacus teachers and
Palluyir staff, and in some cases
coevolving/training Abacus teachers to run
sessions on their own.

- For Primary and Elementary Students, sensory
and observational modules were held - Frog
calls, Tree Bark Survey, Seed module, etc., 
For senior students, on the other hand,
exploring their relationship with the larger
society by exploring village resource
management, rural planning, investigating other
ways of life and livelihoods, class/caste socio-
politics, etc., was facilitated.

Abacus Program

FARM, ENVIRONMENT AND SOCIETY
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Quest Program 

Objectives:  

 To help learners foster a deeper
connection with nature by way of  
mindful observation, exploration,
and learning in outdoor
environments through each of the
sessions facilitated.

To help them develop environmental
stewardship, build curiosity, and
forge a stronger bond with the local
ecology and nature around.

Quest is an unschooling project that
promotes self-directed learning. We,
at Palluyir, work to integrate nature
education into their learning model
and help them connect with nature
via   nature education sessions
facilitated year-round through a wide
range of structured indoor and
outdoor learning activities. 

Sessions conducted over the past year:
Leaf Adaptations (outdoor),

Vedanthangal Trip (outdoor), Wilderness
Card Game (indoor), Insect Calls

(indoor), Shore Walk in Thiruvanmiyur
(outdoor), Artivism Module (indoor).
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TEACHER TRAINING AT IMSC

The Teacher Training program is a collaboration with the SCERT at the Institute
of Mathematical Sciences - introducing teachers to Local Nature-based
Curriculum. This project aims to develop a Teacher Training program around
Nature-based learning and explore its potential for implementation and
integration into conventional curricular frameworks. 
                                                                       
   We have held training sessions and workshops for teachers to help them
understand and explore the curricular relevance of Nature-based learning and to
help facilitate the implementation of the same in their everyday classroom
teaching practice. We have organized  sessions around the role of ants in soil, as
part of the Soil Module,  Pollination and Pollinators, and a Tree walk, engaging
about 60 GCC school teachers. The primary aim of the Ant session was to orient
the teachers about ant anatomy, the role of ants in the ecosystem, and the local
names of different species found in the city. The session on pollinators was
organized to inspire an appreciation for all pollinators by recognizing their
cruciality in pollination and food production. And the tree walk — a guided tour
of common tree species found in and around Chennai, to help them identify local
trees, and understand their cultural significance. 
                                                                  
   Post-session discussions are held to exchange ideas and potential ways to
seamlessly incorporate these modules into classroom learning practice, as well as
to address the challenges involved.

20



We did a soil module
for about 40 teachers
from different GCC

schools, talking about
potential modules

around soil they can
use in their classes,

challenges they might
face and brainstormed

new module ideas.

We did a tree walk for
30+ GCC teachers at

IMSc, a guided tour of
common species around
Chennai, how to identify

them and explore
potential stories. We
later discussed ideas/

potential challenges on
how to take this as a
module back to their

schools.

A half-a-day teacher
training session for

SCERT teachers
around pollination and

local pollinators was
held at IMSc.
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We conducted a tree
walk for members of

the public at the
Secretariat Park,

exploring the common
species of trees that

Chennai houses. 

We anchored a walk
around ants on SMC

Campus for students of
the Zoology

Department- orienting
them about ant

anatomy and trophic
cascade and exploring
the various ant species

found on campus. 

We facilitated a public wasp walk,
talking about the various species

of wasps found in and around
Chennai - a highly antagonized &
misunderstood species - talking
about their roles as pollinators
and as biological pest control,

identifying various species and
their varied life cycles.

PUBLIC ENGAGEMENT 
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We facilitated a public walk at
Pachaimalai for about 25

participants, helping them
appreciate the wildflowers

and their associated
pollinators on the hillock.

Complimentary wildflower
guides were also distributed to

everyone.

We facilitated a bird walk
for Freshworks’ employees
at the Vedanthangal Bird
Sanctuary, an excellent

place to begin birding as it
allows for the observation

of birds up close, making it
possible to appreciate their

behaviors and
characteristics in detail.

We anchored a wildflower-cum-
pollinator walk around the
Siruseri lake for the public,
exploring different flower

structures and the pollination
mechanisms of our ecosystems’
pollinators, whilst highlighting

the impact of habitat loss,
harmful effects of pesticide use,
and ways and means to conserve
these indispensable ecosystem

regulators.
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We facilitated a wildflower walk for students and
teachers from Scindia School in Gwalior to encourage

students to take up projects and studies around
wildflowers. 

We took about 20 students from Thiruninravur
school on a tree walk, introducing them to the

local tree species of Chennai. 
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We took employees of
Freshworks on a shore walk,

helping them understand
how the beach can be more

than just a place of
recreation. Through the

walk, we gave them a
glimpse of the vast array of
life forms the coast holds
and helped them identify

the species using the Coastal
Fauna Guide.

As part of our Ant
Guide release, we

conducted an Ant walk
for members of the

public at Pachamalai
Hill, exploring the

common species of
ants found in and
around the region.

 

A public ant walk was
conducted at IMSc for

about 20 people, helping
them use our Ant Guide

booklet and identify about
10 species of ants on IMSc
campus. Ant guides were

distributed to all
participants during the

walk. 
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We conducted a
session on wetland
birds for students
from The Valley

School at the
Vedanthangal Bird

Sanctuary.

Pollinator walks for 2 batches
of students from KFI’s The

School were held around the
Siruseri lake. 

We guided the students on
how to identify wildflowers,

helped them understand their
pollination mechanisms,

potential pollinators that can
pollinate them and the threats

facing pollinators and how
that affects our food security.

We took school
students from

Kozhikode on a coastal
walk, introducing
them to the rich

coastal faunal diversity
found along the
Malabar coast.
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We hosted two wasp walks for members of the MNS at the
Theosophical Society, Adyar. We explored the wasp diversity on

the premises, helping participants develop a sense of appreciation
for these deeply misconceived creatures, untangling their

intriguing way of life, and highlighting the crucial role they play in
our ecosystem sustenance. We also underscored their remarkable

diversity in lesser-explored urban habitats and our collective
responsibility in protecting and conserving these awe-inspiring

beings and the places they call home.
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URBAN WILDERNESS WALKS

Urban Wilderness Walks is a one-of-a-kind
internship offered by the Madras Naturalists'
Society (MNS) to college students from the
Life sciences. This program, facilitated by
Yuvan Aves, is designed to encourage students
to look at their neighborhoods with a renewed
sense of appreciation for urban biodiversity
and to become ardent advocates for the
wilderness around their neighborhoods. 

Palluyir offered material support to the interns
to enhance the facilitation of the program  —
field guides, posters, bingo sheets, survey
sheets and several allied resources were
provided to help equip the interns with
necessary aids to enhance their observation
skills and to ensure increased receptivity.
These pedagogical implements were also
utilized by the interns to facilitate generic and
themed nature walks that they spearheaded as
part of the internship. 

We began the Urban Wilderness Walks
Internship (in collaboration with the
Madras Naturalists’ Society) for the 5th
Batch in September 2024. The
introductory session was held at
Semmozhi Poonga, followed by a series
of sessions in multiple bio-hotspots in
and around the city. We also have an
ongoing project, a collaboration with
Pudiyador, wherein we organize
periodic nature education sessions for
kids from all walks of life.
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Snippets from walk
reports by UWW

Interns
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Snippets from
walks by UWW

Interns
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CITY NATURE CHALLENGE

City Nature Challenge is a global citizen
science event organized annually to record
and document biodiversity found in one’s
neighborhood. This challenge is
conducted to encourage the public to
become more nature-aware and to instill a
sense of environmental stewardship in
them.

  We coordinated Chennai's City Nature
Challenge 2025  for the third consecutive
year, encouraging several people to
observe and document as many species as
possible as part of the challenge. We had
63 people participate in the challenge this
time, with two members securing top
positions on the overall leaderboard for
the country.
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Kodungaiyur Survey
We surveyed the Sathangadu Wetland, proposed for a waste-to-energy incinerator
plant, and found it be a safe haven for water and migratory birds, including threatened
species like the Spot-billed Pelican and Painted Stork. Many protected species of birds
migrate here from Russia and Central Asia, rendering the wetland all the more
indispensable. The wetland's ability to support a healthy avian diversity is indicative of
rich aquatic biodiversity. It also serves as a crucial water source and flood buffer for
locals residing in the vicinity. In light of the aforementioned, we have recommended
protecting and managing the wetland and exploring alternative waste solutions.

ADVOCACY WORK
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Kattupalli Survey

We carried out a biodiversity survey in Kattupalli where a new CNG plant has been
proposed next to two villages nestled in sand dunes. The inhabitants of the villages are
slated for relocation owing to the establishment of  the gas plant. The results of our on-
ground environmental assessment revealed the richness of biodiversity and the
indispensability of the eco-region. Installation of a gas plant in the region would not
only threaten the lives of the villagers but also prove detrimental to the biodiversity
therein. The data and findings procured via the environmental survey were submitted
to the relevant authorities, in the hope of tipping the scales in favor of people and
nature.
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On 31st of December 2024, a team of four naturalists from Palluyir Trust undertook a survey
of the 3-kilometer coastal stretch proposed as the site for the Nandavanam Heritage Park by
the Tamil Nadu Tourism Development Corporation. Through our survey, we were able to
identify several eco-sensitive features of the region earmarked for the project, rendering the
location highly unsuitable for the park. In addition, it serves as a major nesting ground for
the Olive Ridley turtle. Taking into account the hydro-ecological and geological significance
of the area, we have submitted a report urging to explore alternate sites for the project.

Nandavanam Heritage Park
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The Palluyir team surveyed five different locations within the site proposed
for Chennai's greenfield airport in Parandur. Each site was either situated
near a major water body or within the catchment area of the Cooum river,
harboring robust plant, insect, and avian diversity. We were able to record 53
different species, suggesting that across different seasons, the number of
species dependent upon the region could be orders of magnitude higher,
given the vastness and hydro-ecological vibrance of the area, all of which
serve to underscore the efforts needed to protect this biodiversity haven.

Parandur Survey
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TEAM TALKS
“Working at Palluyir has brought me immense
joy. Learning constantly and developing a new
NBL curriculum for children has been a very
rewarding experience!”

-Aravind Selvam

- Hemavathi P

- Kanishka P 

-Karunya Baskar

"I love working with palluyir trust  this is the
place where I learned a lot more about nature
in the aspect of earthly blessing.  Working
with Palluyir gave me an opportunity to know
more about  nature and the connect which we
have with nature. Palluyir trust helped me to
engage well with children. And that more
belief will strengthen us in all ways possible!!"

“It's a long term dream for me to work for
environment and kids. And working with
Palluyir turned my dreams into reality. Daily
learnings, lots of exploration, like-minded
people in team. Grateful for the opportunity.”

“An incredible amount of knowledge exchange
happens here at Palluyir on a daily basis. I'm
glad to be part of a space that encourages
creative thinking, new ideas, and that each
individual grow and learn at our own pace, and
on our own terms.”
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palluyirtrust@gmail.com

@palluyir_trust

www.palluyirtrust.org

044 - 22431142

No: 13/2,7th Street, TANSI

Nagar, Velachery,

Chennai – 600 042
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