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This is our first annual report. I thought it's important to narrate here how Palluyir began. Firstly, Palluyir is
a 2000 year old word from the 322nd couplet of the Thirukkural written by the Tamil philosopher
Thiruvalluvar, which says that to share, coexist and to protect all of life/biodiversity is the essence of all our
hoarded wisdom. In July 2021 through Madras Naturalists’ Society I began an internship - called Urban
Wilderness Walks - for two colleges in Chennai, with the help of Vijay Kumar (Secretary of MNS, also a
trustee of Palluyir) and professor Kalpana Jayaraman. My intention with this course was to help/teach
interested life science students to become powerful nature educators in Chennai’s unique landscape. The
little wide-eyed dreaming with this initiative was the question - if the city had numerous nature-educators
amidst it, across classes and localities, might we shift its culture a little bit? For me the climate crisis was
really a problem of culture - our values, worldviews, ways of relating with other humans, non-humans and
non-species beings - emerging from vast power inequalities in the world and within its societies. The first
batch completed the UWW internship and many of them in their own capacities keenly sought out ways to
continue engaging with nature-education, the city’s climate movement and issues of social/ecological
justice within it. Many of them turned up for every campaign rally organized on the Besant Nagar beach’s
promenade, and volunteered to anchor several public nature activities and walks we planned. Some were
fervent on citizen science portals like Ebird and Inaturalist while others independently did sessions in
schools they knew and reached out to. 
Watching their energy in large part gave me the impetus to start Palluyir Trust - to do this work more
deeply along with other young people and to support passionate serious nature educators in the city. 

Note from the Managing Trustee
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The Indian Ash tree (Lannea coromandelica) outside my
apartment is fruiting. Its drupes are still unripe but birds are
gathering around it, perching on it and claiming space. A
very vocal koel pair, black drongos, tailor birds, ashy prinias
and a magpie robin - which sings its improvised song from
the lamp post across my balcony each morning. A few weeks
ago the tree was in full bloom - not gaudy and torrential like
the Golden Showers further down the street, but full of thin
pale yellow braids holding tiny flowers, calling out to the
smallest of pollinators around - the stingless bees, chalcid
wasps, reed bees, small carpenter bees, hordes of ghost ants
and other little creatures.

Look at the climate movement across the world. Why is it mostly young people calling out with urgency? I
think because it's the youth of a species who have a natural inclination to look at their own culture, review
it critically and radically reimagine it. I put my hope and trust in this as we journey ahead.

 
 In a year and 3 months through Palluyir - we’ve done more than we dreamt of. As you’ll see in the report

we’ve directly engaged about 2700 people in this time through a range of programmes and activities.
Distribution of our material, free downloads on our website and sales cross 5000. We’ve made sure that
most of our work went to benefit climate vulnerable communities. I consider the team I work with a
profound blessing. We’ve worked to protect wetlands like Vedanthangal, Odiyur, Kaliveli and other wild
places and community rights in and around Chennai.



I must thank our main funders who supported these activities - Rohini Nilekani Philanthropies and Duleep
Matthai Nature Conservation Trust. Then Sanctuary Asia and Madras Naturalists’ Society who supported us
on smaller projects. Our first 6 months though we ran entirely by crowdfunding - from individuals donating
small and large amounts - largely via instagram stories. Some of our most important collaborations were with
Pudiyador, Chennai Climate Action Group and Chennai Young Naturalists’ Network. 

From June 2023 onwards we are beginning an important and exciting phase. We are working with the
Greater Chennai Corporation to implement a nature-based learning programme in 5 schools across Chennai,
in the corporation parks near their campuses. We have surveyed and chosen ones which have enough
biodiversity in them to sustain year long activities there. During the programme we will also be studying the
impact of nature-based learning on children, all of them from socio-economically vulnerable backgrounds.
Specifically their - attendance, academic performance, mental health, intrinsic motivation and environmental
sensitivity. Such studies abound in other countries, eliciting variously how nature is essential for the child’s
wellbeing. We want to learn this specifically for our city and context. The bigger dream of this pilot is to
have meaningful locally-relevant nature-based learning, that is learning emplaced in the local landscape and
stewardship for it as a policy intervention for all children in the state and (it is no sin to dream and it is not
our dream alone) the country. For this we are reaching forward and out to make more and more allies and
friendships in the coming year. 

At present I am reading Thelma Young Lutunatabua and Rebecca Solnit’s ‘Not Too Late’ - an anthology on
how to exercise hope and reimagination when you are part of a minority in the climate movement. I stayed
with something Mary Annaise Heglar said in her essay - “Responding to this crisis is going to have to
become part of who we are. All the time. When you understand that, you understand that this isn't about
climate action at all. It's about climate commitment."

Yuvan Aves
Managing Trustee
Palluyir Trust for Nature Education and Research
14th May 2023

Warm Regards,
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We’ve made a lot of nature based learning resources most of which people can freely download from our
website. We have been putting up a ‘Climate, Biodiversity and People’ curriculum set in Chennai, so named
as to include all planetary boundaries and the polycrisis, not just the climate and carbon lens. We are
designing it based on the ‘Action Pedagogy’ aimed to help the learner practice action and initiative in one’s
surroundings through which true agency for change comes. The three pillars of the pedagogy are - direct
engagement/action, local relevance and socio-political interconnectedness. Many schools and teachers have
been using these activities, adopting it to their circumstance and giving meaningful feedback. We ran the
Youth Climate Internship for young people from Urur Kuppam, Ramapuram and Kakkan Colony. Now
young people from these climate vulnerable communities are  aspiring to be naturalists/nature-
educators/advocates. The first of whom, Gowtham, a remarkable young educator from Urur Kuppam who
went through our programme will be joining Palluyir in the coming month. We hope to have/create more
such people who find their footing in the city.



Our Trustees

Sriranjini Raman
(Trustee)

Yuvan Aves
(Founder, 

Managing Trustee)

L Margaret
(Trustee)

Vijaya Kumar
(Trustee)

Sara Mohan
(Trustee)
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Our Team

Nikkitha Terasa

(Nature Educator)

Keertanaa K

(Nature Educator)

Charlotte Trishika Jeffries

(Nature Educator)

Bianca Sarah Cruz

(Illustrator)

Rohith Srinivasan

(Nature Educator)

V Jayanandhini

(Admin, Accounts)

Aswathi Asokan

(Nature Educator)

Jomi Jose

(Nature Educator)

Claudia Pinheiro

(Nature Educator)

Sridevi P

(Illustrator)

Charumathi J

(Translator,
Nature Educator)
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Supporters
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Palluyir in the Press
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Chennai-based Palluyir Trust creates diverse nature-education resources

Empowering Chennai's climate-vulnerable communities

Wealth of the Wild in a Deck of Cards

Game for some green talk?

https://www.newindianexpress.com/cities/chennai/2022/apr/04/chennai-based-palluyir-trust-createsdiverse-nature-education-resources-2437519.html
https://www.newindianexpress.com/cities/chennai/2022/jun/13/madras-naturalists-societypalluyir-trust-bring-wealth-of-the-wild-in-a-deck-of-cards-2464809.html
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Nature-based learning programmes improve environment and climate literacy in Chennai

Two students and a naturalist have created 'Seashells'

Nature-based learning - Knowing the city's ecology

Learn about India’s biodiversity from this card game created by Chennai students

A lesson from the coast

Chennai-based Palluyir Trust creates diverse nature-education resources

https://www.thehindu.com/life-and-style/learn-about-indian-environment-from-this-card-game-created-by-chennai-students/article65380723.ece
https://www.teacherplus.org/a-lesson-from-the-coast/
https://www.newindianexpress.com/cities/chennai/2022/apr/04/chennai-based-palluyir-trust-createsdiverse-nature-education-resources-2437519.html
https://www.newindianexpress.com/states/tamil-nadu/2022/jun/08/sea-beach-to-teach-whats-beyond-schools-reach-2463029.html
https://chennai.citizenmatters.in/chennai-ecology-interview-with-yuvan-aves-nature-based-learning-46024
https://india.mongabay.com/2023/04/nature-based-learning-programmes-improve-environment-and-climate-literacy-in-chennai/
https://chennai.citizenmatters.in/chennai-ecology-interview-with-yuvan-aves-nature-based-learning-46024
https://www.thehindu.com/life-and-style/learn-about-indian-environment-from-this-card-game-created-by-chennai-students/article65380723.ece
https://www.newindianexpress.com/cities/chennai/2022/apr/04/chennai-based-palluyir-trust-createsdiverse-nature-education-resources-2437519.html
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Climate Curriculum

Privilege Investigation

Climate Impact Investigation

Directs people on how
they can investigate the
impact of climate change
on different people and
geographies in diverse
ways. Encourages them to
asses climate impact in
their own localities.

An introspection driven
investigation into
understanding privilege
and the diversified impacts
of climate change on
different groups of people
in their locality.

Bird Migration and Climate Change

Bees and Climate Change

A 5 part activity that guides the
learner through studying,
observing, and understanding
the needs of migratory birds
found around where they live.
It encourages learners to
explore birding hotspots, study
migration patterns, conduct
bird walks themed around
migration and participate in
citizen science projects like the
asian waterbird census.

A 4 part activity that guides the
learner to observe and study bee
behaviour and their ecological
needs in their locality. It also
encourages the learner to
recognise the importance of
bees, threats they face and steps
they can take to help reduce
these threats.

Heat and Climate Change

A 5 part activity that walks
the learner through
exploring the urban heat
island effect, the impact of
heat waves and heat stress
on all life around them. It
encourages them to
conduct interviews and
formulate their own heat
action plans for their
locality.

128

111 133

128 100

No. of Downloads

No. of Downloads No. of Downloads

No. of Downloads No. of Downloads
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Publishing of  'Seashells'
Publishing 'Seashells'- An Activity
Book for the Beach and Ocean. This
is a compilation of all the Coastal
education activities we have evolved
and implemented over the years.
Available to purchase on Amazon.in

Total
Field Guides

Sold & Distributed
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1100 299

130 128

96

Released Mar 2023 Released Nov 2022

Released Jan 2023
1753

https://www.amazon.in/Seashells-Activity-Book-Beach-Ocean/
https://www.amazon.in/Seashells-Activity-Book-Beach-Ocean/


800+ copies of The
Wilderness sold and

distributed in over 12
states and 33 cities.

The Wilderness An Indian Ecology-based Card Game

A unique biodiversity based
card game incorporating

Indian flora and fauna.
Players have to build

balanced ecosystems in
specific habitats, while,

protecting it from being
sabotaged by other players.

So many popular board games focus on
competing for resources that it's
absolutely refreshing to play a game that
helps me connect with nature. I've played
different variations of this game, and love
how versatile it can be - all while I'm
learning tons about living ecosystems!!

 - Anuviya, 
   Nature Educator
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I bought 'The Wilderness' for the school
library, especially for students looking for
something to 'do' instead of read. The older
children sometimes look to the library as a
place of refuge, away from their heavy
academic workload and games like this one
are fun while keeping the focus on reading
and learning!!

 
-JoAnne Saldanha
  Library Educator



Indirect
Impact

3,323
Downloads
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39 Freely
Downloadable

Nature-Ed
Resources



For 10 months spanning from December 2021 to September
2022, we ran an apprenticeship programme for children of the
fisher community at Urur and Olcott kuppam – two coastal
hamlets at Besant Nagar, Chennai. This ran with the support of
Sanctuary Asia's 'Mud on Boots' project from April 2022 to
September 2022.

The intention of the programme was to position the local natural landscape as a rich living learning
space, and introduce nature-based, outdoor and exploratory-learning to children of historically
marginalized backgrounds. Through this we have been able to improve literacy through nature-based
learning, and a range of nature-education resources and lessons which children have been using.

This program was conducted in collaboration with teachers and trainees in the local community,
working at Pudiyador Learning Centre.

Fisherfolk Apprenticeship Program
Objectives

Outcomes
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To emplace children's learning
on their home coast and other

wilderness areas of Chennai

Increased interest and
stewardship of the beach and
nature.

Significant improvement in
reading, writing , science and
language skills and
performance.

Greater respect for their
traditional knowledge



Trip to  Kotturpuram Urban Forest 'Clues and Tracks' at Theosophical Society

Gallery

Setting up Butterfly Garden at Anganwadi

Training session for local
community teachers
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Shorewalks

Snake Walk with the
Irulas and Snakebite

awareness session



"I loved the Vedanthangal trip because I saw a
lot of birds. Butterfly session was my
favourite and I learnt the colors and shapes of
different species of butterflies."
 - Keerthana, Class 8

"I learnt about the different types of
venomous snakes in the snake walk with
Irulas. I was happy to listen and learn
different bird calls and observe birds
through binoculars" 
- Mani, Class 8

"The butterfly trip at Kotturpuram Urban Forest
was my favourite. The field guides I received on
birds, butterflies and other species made me happy
and were very useful to me.  I learnt what to do if
anyone is bitten by a Snake.  I enjoyed observing
and documenting the environment around me."
- Kabilan, Class 6

"I loved learning about the different types of
shells and other life found on the beach my
house. I could only identify Pigeon and Crow,
but after the sessions I know many more
species of birds in English and Tamil.  I learnt
to identify different snakes and how to give
first aid for snakebite." 
- Prithesh, Class 7

Feedback from Children
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We began the Youth Climate Internship to run a programme for young people from
climate vulnerable communities. Its intention is to provide experience, knowledge, skills,
and support these youth towards becoming powerful and effective nature and climate
educators. Throughout the programme and after it, they will engage in facilitating climate
literacy, action, and justice in their local area and community. This was designed keeping
the geography and sociopolitics of Chennai in mind. 

In October 2022 we inducted our first batch
of youth climate interns in collaboration with
Pudiyador - an organisation working to uplift
vulnerable communities. This group consisted
of 20 young people from Urur Olcott
Kuppam, Ramapuram, and Kakkan Colony.
All of these areas are climate vulnerable and
socio-economically disadvantaged. Five
teachers from these communities also regularly
joined us as participants.

The structure of the youth climate internship is a set of local field trips sensitizing youth to
ecological and sociopolitical realities in the city keeping the lens of climate centrally. Based
on these they will take up a series of projects which they will execute in their local area.
Parallelly, presentation sessions and discussions happened to support this. The convocation
for the current batch is planned for July/August 2023

Youth Climate Internship
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Filing Right to
Information Requests

Youth Community Projects

Preparing and conducting a
walk for children/people of

their community

Documenting local
place histories

Oct-Nov 2022

Nov 2022

Dec 2022-Feb 2023

17

Designing Citizen Science Projects
in their community

Mar 2023-July 2023



Gallery

Introductory session Shorewalk at Elliot's beach

Butterfly walk at Guindy National Park

Snake Walk with the Irulas as Vadanammeli
and Visit to Madras Crocodile Bank Trust

Kovalam Watershed Tour

Curiosity Chain and RTI
Law session
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Advocacy Work
Odiyur Lake
We helped stop a four-lane highway
expansion into the Odiyur lagoon
which is an important bird and
biodiversity area (IBA) and a crucial
stopover site for migratory birds in
Tamil Nadu. We conducted a bird
survey in the lagoon and counted
over 20,000 birds including several
migratory species. 

People's Plan to Restore Ennore Creek
We participated in the process of coming up with a
'People's Plan' for the restoration of Ennore Creek along
with the local fisher communities and helped create a web
of relationships of life found in this industrially abused
wetland. In collaboration with the Chennai Climate Action
Group (CCAG), we organized an eco-heritage tour in the
Ennore-Pulicat wetlands. Around 30 people participated to
understand the functions and hydrology of that region. 

Public Shorewalks

We conducted shorewalks for the
public throughout the year. During
these sessions, we introduced them to
the diversity of coastal fauna found in
Chennai, highlighting their ecological
importance. Through these efforts, we
hope to foster a sense of responsibility
towards their conservation.
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Vedanthangal 
We took children from Chennai
corporation schools on bird-watching trips
to Vedanthangal Bird Sanctuary. Helped
with legal research against Sun Pharma, a
pharmaceutical company proposing to
expand within the Sanctuary and polluting
water. Locals of Vedanthangal experienced
severe headaches due to the chemical
odour released from the factory. We
helped in bringing this issue to light.

Kaliveli wetlands
We offered legal support by conducting
research for the planned twin fishing harbor
project in the Kaliveli estuary. The
establishment of fishing harbors at the proposed
location poses an irreversible threat to the
wetlands, potentially impacting the Kaliveli bird
sanctuary as well as the nesting of olive ridley
turtles. 

Pallikaranai Ramsar site encroachment
mapping
We mapped the encroachments on the
Pallikaranai marshland which is also a Ramsar
site. As a result of our survey, we found out
illegal dumping of debris on the protected
marshland which hosts several hundred birds.
With the help of local authorities the illegal
dumping was stopped and the land was
ordered to be handed over to the forest
department. 
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Climate Rally
Along with 7 other youth groups in Chennai,
we organized a climate rally on December 3
2022 to highlight the impacts of the climate crisis
and demand climate action in Chennai. The rally
and the events before the rally were campaigned
under the title “Namma Chennai Namma
Future”. Over 1500 people turned up for the
rally. Several interactions with the public, school
students and teachers were conducted as lead-up
events to the rally. 

21



Other Activities
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Interaction and Organizing Field
Trips with Robert Macfarlane

For 10 Days in February, renowned writer
Robert Macfarlane visited Chennai to

understand its socio-ecology. We organized
walks and field trips in the city as well as
had important discussions with him on

rights of nature. We prepared a document
on Rights of Nature and Animism in India

which he commissioned as well.
 

We surveyed fish catch in Kasimedu
Harbour for a period of 5 months to help

the marine conservation research of
WildCru Oxford

 

We prepared material and co-anchored
field trips for this internship conducted by

Yuvan Aves for teachers of Abacus
Montessori School. 

 

Marine Fish Survey for WildCru

ESEI- Environment and Society Educators
Internship at Abacus Montessori School



Climate Webinar
Webinar on including locally relevant
Climate Literacy in school education.

 
 

Participants: 50 Adults
 

Teacher Training
Discussing and sharing nature-based
learning methods with the teachers at

Pudiyador Organization. 
Participants: 12 Teachers
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Sessions at Quest

Year-long nature and climate education
program for Quest homeschooling

community in Chennai's biodiversity areas.
 



Sessions at Pichanoor
2 days of nature-based learning

workshops for children of Pichanoor
Government School, Coimbatore.

Participants: 47 Children, 4
Teachers

 

Session for Avvai Home

Participants: 25 Children, 2
Teachers

 

Madras Inherited Event

Participants: 20 Adults
 

Workshop on how to play 'The
Wilderness' and getting to know

Palluyir Trust
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Nature Walk within Theosophical
society and Card Game session of 'The

Wilderness' in collaboration with
Madras Naturalists' Society



Wilderness Tournament 
A wilderness card game
tournament was held at

Ahmedabad University, Gujarat

Participants: 24 Students
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Sessions at Bhoomi college

Nature-based learning sessions at Bhoomi
College, Bangalore for Public over 2 days.

Participants: 17 Children,  53 Adults
 

Youth Climate Conclave
Meeting and discussion with various youth

groups and grassroots climate
organizations across India.

 



Other Schools

Redwood School

Helen's School

2 Bird walks for Redwood school at
Tholkappiar Poonga

 
Participants: 34 Children, 4

Teachers
 

Initiating a year-long nature and
climate education program for class 4

students.
Participants: 50 Children

 

Chennai High School
6 sessions and 3 trips to wilderness
areas with 6th-8th Grade students.

Participants: 76 Children, 4
Teachers
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"Palluyir has been an amazing work space for me. The environment and
people have allowed for original thought, room to grow and to make
mistakes. I've learnt a lot about myself and bettered my skills in multiple
avenues since I joined."

"Being part of Palluyir has fueled my growth and galvanized my interests
in more ways than one. My sense of identity and perception of self has

now expanded, inclusive of all life forms around me. I'm glad I get to do
the work I love and see my efforts bear fruit."

-Charlotte

-Sridevi
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Working with Palluyir truly is wonderful. I particularly look forward to
our offline meetings and recces. There is so much exploration and

learning I come across in every one of them. The discussions that happen
in our monthly climate meetings are really fun and interesting, bringing

up new ideas that we're all excited to take forward!

-Keertanaa

Team Talks
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Articles about our work

https://vikalpsangam.org/article/can-biodiversity-be-a-political-
science-teacher/

https://open.spotify.com/episode/5WwbekPDC1T7caAPYZ4q0R

https://vikalpsangam.org/article/can-wild-places-create-equal-
learning-spaces/

https://www.thehindu.com/news/cities/chennai/chennai-climate-
action-group-holds-discussion-on-re-imagining-the-city-through-
sustainable-development-and-biodiversity-
conservation/article66717716.ece

https://www.newindianexpress.com/states/tamil-
nadu/2023/jan/30/ngt-stays-ecr-four-lane-work-to-save-lake-in-
tamil-nadu-2542627.html

https://www.amazon.in/Seashells-Activity-Book-Beach-Ocean/

https://www.newindianexpress.com/states/tamil-
nadu/2023/mar/17/realtors-dump-debris-to-reclaim-chennais-
pallikaranai-ramsar-site-2556798.html

https://india.mongabay.com/2023/04/nature-based-learning-
programmes-improve-environment-and-climate-literacy-in-
chennai/

https://www.gotn.in/en/learning-from-the-land/

https://vikalpsangam.org/article/can-biodiversity-be-a-political-science-teacher/
https://open.spotify.com/episode/5WwbekPDC1T7caAPYZ4q0R
https://vikalpsangam.org/article/can-wild-places-create-equal-learning-spaces/
https://www.thehindu.com/news/cities/chennai/chennai-climate-action-group-holds-discussion-on-re-imagining-the-city-through-sustainable-development-and-biodiversity-conservation/article66717716.ece
https://www.newindianexpress.com/states/tamil-nadu/2023/jan/30/ngt-stays-ecr-four-lane-work-to-save-lake-in-tamil-nadu-2542627.html
https://www.amazon.in/Seashells-Activity-Book-Beach-Ocean/
https://www.newindianexpress.com/states/tamil-nadu/2023/mar/17/realtors-dump-debris-to-reclaim-chennais-pallikaranai-ramsar-site-2556798.html
https://india.mongabay.com/2023/04/nature-based-learning-programmes-improve-environment-and-climate-literacy-in-chennai/
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Working towards a society grounded in ecological and human values

Registered: 6th Dec 2021; 80G tax exemption can be availed

palluyirtrust@gmail.com

@palluyir_trust

www.palluyirtrust.org

Plot No. 32, Door No. 5, Flat

A, Sree Shakthi Jeyam

Flats, Seshadripuram 1st

Main Road, Velachery,

Chennai-600042

044 - 22431142

29



30

Financial Report 2022-2023
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